
CIAMPI’S “HYBRID” THEORY OF EVOLUTION
Composer Incorporates Hip Hop on Women-Influenced Release

(Los Angeles, September 18) Throughout his young career, composer and conductor Gabriele 
Ciampi has been a genre bender and an aspiring game changer. While his methods are traditional 
(he often uses nothing more than a pencil and paper when writing music for piano), he has had a 
modern edge which truly comes into focus with his latest project  Hybrid, which Universal Mu-
sic Group will be releasing worldwide on Oct. 24. He’s not only changing his style on this new 
album. He’s changing the conversation.

Hybrid is an awakening of sorts for Ciampi. It’s a twist on what he’s done before - hip hop beats 
infused with a cinematic feel - and it’s work influenced, created and dedicated to women musi-
cians in the hopes it breaks the ceiling a bit.  “Women are as creative as men, if not more,” he ex-
plained. Yet,  the musician who studied at the renowned St. Cecilia Music Conservatory, said,  
“there are not so many female composers inside the conservatories and music academies.”

In an effort to break that mold, the Italian-born/Los Angeles-based artist worked with female 
artists from around the world: an all-female orchestra from Italy, soloists from Russia (as well as 
Italy), and an assistant conductor from South America. He also worked with a graphic design 
from Iran and a photographer from Los Angeles. The live concerts, the first of which will be for 
piano and cello at the Pacific Design Center on Oct 24, will carry that feminine torch. 

Shining a light on female musicians is something Ciampi has been championing for years espe-
cially in his homeland.  He recently had two women perform a piece he wrote in memory of art 
historian and late journalist Lea Mattarella, and niece of President Sergio Mattarella. He is also a 
juror with The Recording Academy, where he helps find female talent in his field so they can be 
heard.   

Expanding on the music itself, Hybrid was a learning curve for Ciampi, who perhaps reached 
back to his UCLA roots in which he attended the Film Scoring Certificate Program for composi-
tion and orchestration. While he had experience in the cinematic world,  hip hop was new to him. 
“It’s hip hop beats with classical elements,” says Ciampi.  “ I had to study a lot of hip hop/ trap 
before producing Hybrid. I would call the style of the first track ‘symphonic hip hop trap.’”

#gabrieleciampi

https://twitter.com/hashtag/gabrieleciampi


About Gabriele Ciampi
Ciampi is a worldwide acclaimed musician who has received many accolades throughout his ca-
reer including being the first Italian to perform at the White House at the invitation of First Lady 
Michelle Obama,  the “Italian Excellence” medal, granted by the Senate of the Republic of Italy, 
and the Green Card per Extraordinary Ability, issued by the government of the United States. He 
wrote and directed the music “A Christmas Carol” in 2012 in cooperation with the Moscow 
Chamber Orchestra and in 2013 at the Parco della Musica Auditorium in Rome, for which he 
was awarded the Italian Excellence medal by the Senate of the Republic of Italy.  In 2016, at the 
invitation of the Vatican, he played for Pope Francis at the Auditorium Parco della Musica in 
Rome.
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